Britain is home to fteen species of breeding birds of prey, from the hedgerow-hopping Sparrowhawk to the breathtaking White-tailed Eagle. In this handsomely illustrated book, acclaimed British lmmaker and naturalist David Cobham o ers unique and deeply personal insights into Britain's birds of prey and how they are faring today. He delves into the history of these marvellous birds and talks in depth with the scientists and conservationists who are striving to safeguard them. In doing so, he pro les the writers, poets, and lmmakers who have done so much to change the public's perception of birds of prey. Thanks to popular television programs, the Victorian myth that any bird with a hooked beak is evil has been dispelled. However, although there are success stories-ve birds of prey that were extinct have become reestablished with viable populations-persecution is still rife: so much so that one bird of prey, the Hen Harrier, became virtually extinct in England as a breeding bird in 2013.
Featuring drawings by famed wildlife artist Bruce Pearson, this book reveals why we must cherish and celebrate our birds of prey, and why we neglect them at our peril. In A Sparrowhawk's Lament, you will learn how the perfection of the double-barrelled shotgun sounded a death knell for British birds of prey in the nineteenth century, how the conscription of gamekeepers during two world wars gave them a temporary reprieve, how their fortunes changed yet again with the introduction of agricultural pesticides in the 1950s, why birds of prey are vital to Britain's ecosystems and cultural heritage-and much more.
New Third Edition

Britain's Dragon ies
A Field Guide to the Damsel ies and Dragon ies of Britain and Ireland Dave Smallshire & Andy Swash
"That Britain's Dragon ies is on its third edition already is a sure sign of how well regarded and popular this eld guide has become since its rst publication in 2004. This edition takes the guide a stage further than the previous two and has been thoroughly updated and revised with new photographs, text, and up-to-date distribution maps. . . . This is the de nitive, must have guide to the dragon ies of Britain and Ireland and as the most comprehensive eld guide of its type, it will surely nd a place on the bookshelves of all keen dragon y watchers and those with a more general interest in the wildlife of Great Britain. Highly Recommended. " -Mark Tyrrell, British Dragon ies "The deluge of information is well presented and a subject that could easily daunt a budding odonatologist is in fact made entirely digestible. If you haven't already got a copy, it's well worth investing . . . in this revamped edition of Britain's Dragon ies to ensure that you're in good stead for a summer of insect-watching. " -Josh Jones, BirdGuides.com Britain's Dragon ies is the only comprehensive photographic eld guide to the damsel ies and dragon ies of Britain and Ireland. Written by two of Britain's foremost experts, this fully revised and updated edition features hundreds of stunning images and identi cation charts covering all 56 resident, migrant and former breeding species, and seven potential vagrants. The book focuses on identi cation-both of adults and larvae-highlighting the key features. Detailed species pro les provide concise information on identi cation, distribution, ight periods, behaviour, habitat, status and conservation. Other sections cover biology; how to watch, photograph, record and monitor Dragon ies; conservation status and legislation; and introduced exotic species. 
Dragon ies and Damsel ies of Britain and Ireland APP
Available for iPhone, iPad and iPod touch.
• Beautiful colour plates showing males, females, immatures and all colour forms for every species
• Over 450 stunning photographs and 550 illustrations
• Up-to-date species profi les and distribution maps
• Detailed, easy-to-use identifi cation charts for adults and larvae
New
One of the Guardian's B est Nature Books of 2013
The Crossley ID Guide
Britain and Ireland
Richard Crossley & Dominic Couzens
"[A] revolutionary new bird book. " -Stephen Moss, Guardian "Bright, bold, clean-looking and easy to use, it is not just an identication guide-it is a celebration of our birds and how they t into our landscape. " -Andy Stoddart "Richard Crossley and Dominic Couzens have lifted the eld guide out of the rut and produced a rst class book. " -Biggest Twitch
This guide is a celebration of the beauty of birds and the British and Irish countryside. Aimed at beginner and intermediate birders, yet suitable for all levels, this new volume in the groundbreaking Crossley ID Guide series is the most user-friendly guide to the birds of Britain and Ireland. Following The Crossley ID Guides' award-winning design, this book looks at all regularly occurring species in Britain and Ireland, and shows readers how to identify birds in their natural habitats using size, structure, shape, probability, and behaviour-just like the experts do! Stunning images are accompanied by the colourful and compelling text of Dominic Couzens, one of Britain's leading nature writers.
This unique book treats more than 300 species-all the regularly occurring birds likely to be encountered by observers-and the guide's attractive pages provide a real-life approach to bird identi cation. Beautiful, in-focus scenes present birds in various plumages and in lifelike poses set in identi able British and Irish habitats. The plates also illustrate how a bird's appearance changes with distance. Organising images in cohesive, easy-to-understand plates rather than as separate photographs, this book also sets itself apart by containing more images that demonstrate ight, behaviour, habitat, and plumages than any other volume available. Not only is this eld guide a reference book, it is also a spectacular teaching resource that makes it easy for nature enthusiasts to see and appreciate the big picture of bird identi cation. This is the rst comprehensive illustrated guide to the natural world of the Caribbean islands. It contains 600 vivid colour images featuring 451 species of plants, birds, mammals, sh, seashells, and much more. While the guide primarily looks at the most conspicuous and widespread species among the islands, it also includes rarely seen creatures-such as the Rhinoceros Iguana and Cuban Solenodongiving readers a special sense of the region's diverse wildlife.
Each species is represented by one or more colour photos or illustrations; details regarding its identification, status, and distribution; and interesting aspects of its life history or relationship to humans. In addition , an introductory section focuses on the unique characteristics of the Caribbean's fauna and flora, the threats faced by both, and some of the steps being taken to sustain the area's extraordinary natural heritage.
Wildlife of the Caribbean is the essential eld guide for learning about the living wonders in this area of the world. If you travel the open ocean anywhere in the tropics, you are very likely to see ying sh. These beautifully coloured "ocean butter ies" shoot out of the water and sail on majestic, winglike pectoral ns to escape from predators such as dolphins, sword sh, and tuna. Some can travel for more than six hundred feet per ight. Yet despite their prevalence in warm ocean waters and their vital role in the tropical food chain, surprisingly little is known about ying sh-more than 60 species are said to exist, but nobody is sure of the number. This beautifully illustrated book presents ying sh as you've never seen them before. It features more than 90 stunning colour photos by renowned naturalist Steve Howell, as well as a concise and accessible text that explores the natural history of ying sh, where they can be found, how and why they y, what colours they are, what they eat and what eats them, and more.
The ideal gift for sh lovers, seasoned travellers, and armchair naturalists alike, this rst-of-its-kind book provides a rare and incomparable look at these spectacular marine creatures. 
Birds of the Serengeti and Ngorongoro Conservation Area Adam Scott Kennedy
Located in northern Tanzania, the Serengeti is one of the most famous areas for wildlife in the world. Birds of the Serengeti is a groundbreaking and essential photographic guide, featuring more than 270 bird species-those most likely to be encountered in the Serengeti National Park and Ngorongoro Conservation Area. This easy-to-use guide contains over 480 dazzling colour photos, has an attractive design, and includes accessible text that provides interesting information about the ecology and behaviours of each species. Rich in detail, this indispensable book follows a habitat-based approach, making it simple for everyone-from the novice to experienced birdwatcher-to put a name quickly to the birds they see in this fascinating part of the world. Tanzania o ers some of the nest wildlife watching in the world. Its protected areas, which include the iconic Serengeti National Park, Ngorongoro Crater, and Mount Kilimanjaro, are famous for their density and diversity of large mammals. This eld guide covers all the larger mammals of Tanzania, including marine mammals. Detailed accounts are provided for more than 135 species, some of which have only recently been discovered, and include superb colour photos, colour illustrations of marine mammals, and up-to-date distribution maps. Accounts for the land mammals give information on identi cation; similar species; habitats and social behaviour; distribution; population, status, and threats; and where best to look for the species. The guide also features comparative photographic plates for those groups of species that are easily misidenti ed. It provides, for the rst time, species checklists for every national park in Tanzania. 
Mammals of China Edited by Andrew T. Smith & Yan Xie
China's breathtaking diversity of natural habitats-from mountains and deserts to grasslands and lush tropical forests-is home to more than 10 percent of the world's mammal species. This one-of-a-kind pocket guide describes the characteristics, geographic distribution, natural history, and conservation status of all 558 species of mammals found in China.
This eld-ready pocket edition of A Guide to the Mammals of China makes the rich mammal fauna of China accessible to ecotravellers and naturalists like never before. 
Birds of the Masai Mara Adam Scott Kennedy
Birds of the Masai Mara is a remarkably beautiful photographic guide featuring the bird species likely to be encountered by visitors to the popular Masai Mara National Reserve in Kenya. It is an ideal companion to all those visiting the national reserve and to bird a cionados interested in learning more about the region. For 150 million years, the skies didn't belong to birds-they belonged to the pterosaurs. These ying reptiles, which include the pterodactyls, shared the world with the nonavian dinosaurs until their extinction 65 million years ago. Some pterosaurs, such as the giant azhdarchids, were the largest ying animals of all time, with wingspans exceeding thirty feet and standing heights comparable to modern gira es. This richly illustrated book takes an unprecedented look at these astonishing creatures, presenting the latest ndings on their anatomy, ecology, and extinction. 
